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PPS RECORDS FOR 
272 GANO STREET 

Former address 344 Gano, 1895 
 

PLAT 14, LOT 526 
 

WILLIAM A. and ELEANOR F. HARRIS HOUSE 
Built ca. 1865-1867 

 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
A 2-1/2 story, wood-frame, vernacular Gothic Revival style single-family house with 
raised brick foundation, clapboard walls, and asphalt shingled cross-gable roof.  The 
house has an L-shaped plan with the front entrance tucked into the jointure of the “L,” 
underneath a hexagonal porch structure with a conical roof trimmed with decorative 
brackets, which appears to be a later alteration to this building.  The windows are 
predominantly 6/6 double hung wood sash on the first floor and 4/4 on the second, with 
a small single-lite window in the east gable.  The windows have Gothic Revival-inspired 
hood molds.  A decorative oriel window with small square lights around the perimeter of 
the glass graces the south elevation, where there is also a 3-sided bay window with 4/4 
double hung wood windows.  A secondary entrance on the south elevation near the rear 
of the building faces Medway Street.  Another bay window is located on the north 
elevation. The property has attractive wooden fencing around its perimeter, and is well 
landscaped. 
 
The house stands on a 4,395 sq.ft. lot on the west side of Gano Street and the north 
side of Medway Street.  The lot has 56.43 feet of frontage on Gano and 75 feet on 
Medway.  
 
 
HISTORY: 
 
In 1864 Edward A. Cutler, a manufacturer who also speculated in real estate, 
purchased the entire area bounded by Angell Street on the north, Gano Street on the 
east, Waterman Street on the south, and Ives Street on the west; at that time it had no 
buildings on it.  In 1865 Cutler sold a half interest in this land to fellow investors Jesse 
Burditt (also spelled Burdett) and Richard F. Greene, who were carpenters and lumber 
dealers (they may have actually built this house themselves).  In November 1867, a 
193,690 sq.ft. tract at the east end of the block bounded by Angell, Gano, and 
Waterman was sold to other investors, George C. and David Ballou; by that time two 
dwelling houses were standing on the property, one of which was apparently 272 Gano.  
(Note that tax records for this property begin in the year 1868; and no building permits 
are available for the 1860s, making it impossible to identify the precise year in which the 
house was constructed.)  The Ballous sold a house at the corner of Gano and Medway 
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(then called Douglas) Street to William A. Harris and his wife Eleanor F. Harris in 
January 1868.   
 
The house did not have a proper street address until after 1882; it was identified as 344 
Gano on the 1895 city atlas.  By the time the next atlas was published in 1908 the 
current address of 272 Gano had been adopted. 
 
The Harrises lived in this house for seven years, selling it in 1875 to a mason named 
George Smith (his name appears on the 1895 atlas).  The house has had numerous 
owners since then; the current owner, Gregory Traghella, purchased it in 1996. 
 
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT:1 
 
In the 18th century, Moses Brown’s Elm Grove Farm covered more than 300 acres on 
Providence’s East Side; Brown’s country home once stood near the intersection of 
today’s Humboldt and Wayland Avenues. One of four brothers in a very wealthy and 
prominent family, Moses Brown was a Quaker and abolitionist.  Among his many 
accomplishments, he helped to found a boarding school for Quaker youth (now the 
Moses Brown School), and he was a primary sponsor of Samuel Slater’s cotton mill in 
Pawtucket, which brought the Industrial Revolution to America.  
 
Elm Grove Farm was bounded by today’s East Manning and Pitman Streets on the 
south; Laurel Avenue on the north; Arlington Avenue, Lloyd Avenue and Hope Street on 
the west, and the Seekonk River on the east.   Moses Brown died in 1836, leaving the 
farmstead to his granddaughter Anna Almy Jenkins; she died in 1849, and in 1856 her 
two surviving children Moses B. Jenkins and Anna A. Jenkins split the estate in half, 
divided at Angell and South Angell Streets.  The southern portion went to Anna, who 
later married Thomas F. Hoppin.  In 1852 Anna A. Hoppin created a trust, overseen by 
Samuel Boyd Tobey, to manage her real estate, and began selling off parcels of land for 
redevelopment.   
 
In 1865 the area bounded by Angell Street, Ferry Street (now Gano), Waterman Street, 
and Ives Street was platted for residential development as the Waterman, Ferry & Ives 
Street Plat.  At that time, a cross street between Ives and Ferry Street was laid out; this 
is now Medway Street.  The house at the corner of Gano and Medway was one of the 
earliest to be built in this plat, sometime between 1865-1867.  This construction 
occurred well before the advent of streetcar lines and city water and sewer services 
which were introduced in the late 19th century and spurred the pace of development on 
the East Side. 
 
 
 

 
1 From “Historic and Architectural Resources of the East Side, Providence,” by Robert Owen Jones, 
published by the R.I. Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission, 1989; and previous PPS Marker 
Reports. 
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DESIGNATIONS   
 
This building is not listed on the National Register of Historic Places, nor located in a 
local historic district overlay zone. 
 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (All in Archives unless otherwise noted) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  
Plates IV and V.  Shows the area east of what is now Arlington Avenue (then the “Road 
to Pawtucket and Richard Brown’s”) and north of Angell Street (then the “Road to 
Moses Brown’s Bridge”), which was part of Moses Brown’s 300 acre farm. Not far from 
this intersection is where Gano Street and Medway Street would eventually be located. 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling, Pages B5 and C5.  Shows that most of 
Moses Brown’s farm had not yet been platted for residential development; Gano and 
Medway Streets do not appear on this map.  
 
1865:  “A Plat of Land on Waterman, Ferry, and Ives Streets made for the Adjoining 
Owners,” by C.E. Paine, October 27, 1865, recorded in Plat Book 4, Page 47 on April 
11, 1896.  Shows the two blocks bounded by Angell Street on the north, Ferry Street 
(now Gano) on the east, Waterman Street on the south, and Ives Street on the west.  
Running east-west between Ferry and Ives, parallel to Angell and Waterman, is “Private 
Street (now Medway).  The northern block (Angell, Ferry, Private, Ives) is subdivided 
into 8 lots; the lot at the eastern end of the block is numbered 8, measuring 
approximately 67 feet on its south side and 218.5 feet on its east side.  The names 
“Jesse Burditt & Richard F. Greene ½” and “Edward A. Cutler ½” are written across this 
block, indicating their ownership.  No buildings are shown on this plat map. (Registry of 
Deeds)    
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 1(Ward 2), Plate K.  
Shows the block bounded by Gano, Douglas (now Medway), Ives and Angell Streets.  A 
house is standing at the corner of Gano and Douglas on a 5,867 sq.ft. lot owned by 
George Smith.  The house has no street address on this map. 
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 4. Shows the block 
bounded by Gano, Douglas (now Medway), Ives and Angell Streets.  A house is 
standing at the corner of Gano and Douglas on a lot  with the number 8 on it 
(referencing the Waterman, Ferry, & Ives Plat).  The house has no street address, nor 
are the lot size or owner name indicated.    
   
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plates 32-33. Shows the 
block bounded by Gano, Medway, Ives and Angell Streets.  A house is standing at the 
corner of Gano and Medway with the street address 344 Gano.  The lot size and owner 
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name are not indicated. Sewer lines have been installed around the entire block, and 
streetcar lines are shown on both Angell and Waterman Streets nearby.   
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 14 shows the block bounded by Gano, Medway, Ives, 
and Angell Streets.  The lot at the corner of Gano and Medway is numbered 526; it 
measures 4,395 sq.ft.  No buildings are shown on assessor’s plat maps.  
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., Plate 7.  Shows the house 
at 272 Gano Street on a 4,395 sq.ft. lot owned by Mary J. Harson, with an outbuilding in 
the southwest corner of the lot (no longer extant).  Water lines have been installed 
around the entire block. 
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 20. Shows the 
house at 272 Gano Street on a 4,395 sq.ft. lot owned by Mary J. Harson, with an 
outbuilding in the southwest corner of the lot (no longer extant).  The map references 
the Waterman, Ives & Ferry St. Plat (no plat card number). 
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 20. Shows the 
house at 272 Gano Street on a 4,395 sq.ft. lot owned by T. Coleman, with an 
outbuilding in the southwest corner of the lot (no longer extant).  The map references 
the Waterman, Ives & Ferry St. Plat on plat card 708. 
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 20. Shows the 
house at 272 Gano Street on a 4,395 sq.ft. lot owned by T.F. Coleman et.ux., with an 
outbuilding in the southwest corner of the lot (no longer extant).  The map references 
the Waterman, Ives & Ferry St. Plat (no plat card number). 
   
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 167/Page 450:  On August 25, 1864, Samuel Boyd Tobey, trustee for Anna 
A. Hoppin, formerly Anna A. Jenkins, wife of Thomas F. Hoppin of Middletown (deed of 
trust dated May 24, 1852, recorded in DB 128/85), sold to Edward A. Cutler of 
Providence a parcel of land bounded by Angell Street on the north, Ferry Street (now 
Gano) on the east, Waterman Street on the south, and Ives Street on the west.  No 
buildings are mentioned. 
 
Deed Book 170/Page 147:  On October 18, 1865, Edward A. Cutler of Providence quit 
claimed to Jesse Burditt and Richard F. Greene of Providence, copartners as Burditt & 
Greene, for $1, any interest in an undivided half of a parcel of land bounded by Angell 
Street on the north, Ferry Street (now Gano) on the east, Waterman Street on the 
south, and Ives Street on the west, being the same premises conveyed to the grantor by 
Dr. Samuel B. Tobey, trustee, on August 25, 1864, recorded in DB 167/450.  No 
buildings are mentioned. 
 
Deed Book 179/Page 373:  On October 31, 1867, Anna A. Hoppin sold to George C. 
Ballou and David Ballou of Smithfield, copartners in the firm George C. Ballou & Sons, 
for $51,500, a parcel of land totaling 193,690 sq.ft., with all buildings and improvements 
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thereon, on the east side of Gano Street bounded on the north by Angell Street and on 
the south by Waterman Street.  The parcel measured 480.40 feet on Gano, 422.65 feet 
on Angell, 399.46 feet on Waterman, and 469.31 feet on the west. [The deed explains 
that on August 25, 1864, Edward A. Cutler had sold a mortgage deed to Samuel Boyd 
Tobey, as trustee for Anna A. Hoppin, wife of Thomas F. Hoppin, for a parcel of land 
that Cutler owned on the east side of Gano Street, with boundaries as described above. 
Tobey died on October 4, 1867, and the mortgage reverted to Anna A. Hoppin with 
power of attorney.  Cutler having defaulted on the mortgage, Anna Hoppin sold the 
property at public auction on October 31, 1867; the Ballous were the highest bidders.] 
 
Deed Book 181/Page 27:  On November 7, 1867, William P. Vaughan, Jesse Burditt, 
and Richard F. Greene etal of Providence, for $1, quitclaimed to George C. Ballou and 
David Ballou of Smithfield, doing business as George C. Ballou & Sons, their half 
interest in a tract of land containing approximately 193,690 sq.ft. with two dwelling 
houses and all other buildings and improvements thereon.  The property is described as 
being bounded by Angell Street on the north, Gano Street formerly Ferry Street on the 
east, and Waterman Street on the south, being the same piece of land sold at auction 
on October 31, 1867 by Anna A. Hoppin as attorney for Edward A. Cutler to said 
George C. Ballou & Sons, being the same described in a deed of Anna A. Hoppin as 
such attorney and Thomas F. Hoppin her husband dated October 31, 1867. 
 
Deed Book 180/Page 313:  On January 11, 1868, George C. Ballou and David Ballou of 
Smithfield, doing business as George C. Ballou & Sons, sold to Eleanor F. Harris, wife 
of William A. Harris of Providence, for $25, a lot of land with a dwelling house and other 
improvements thereon at the northwest corner of Gano and Private [now Medway] 
Streets as delineated on the plat of lots on Waterman, Ferry, and Ives Streets of 1865 
(reference Plat Book 4, Page 47).  The dimensions of the lot were noted as 75 feet on 
Private Street (south) and 56.43 feet on Gano Street (east); 55.56 feet on the west and 
82.73 feet on the north.  
 
Deed Book 249/Page 255:  On September 11, 1875, William A. Harris and Eleanor F. 
Harris his wife of Providence, for $1, sold to George Smith a lot of land with a dwelling 
house and other improvements thereon at the northwest corner of Gano and Douglas 
(formerly Private) [now Medway] Streets as delineated on the plat of lots on Waterman, 
Ferry, and Ives Streets of 1865 (reference Plat Book 4, Page 47).  The dimensions of 
the lot were noted as 75 feet on Douglas Street (south) and 56.43 feet on Gano Street 
(east); 55.56 feet on the west and 82.73 feet on the north.  
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
No records were found. 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
 
Tax records are available from 1827 to the present.  Prior to 1854, tax records were 
published in a book listing the property owner alphabetically by name, the total 
assessment for any real and personal property (without specifying where real estate 
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was located), and the total tax due.  Beginning in 1854, the city kept ledgers (organized 
by property owner name) indicating the plat and lot number of any real estate and the 
assessed value and taxes therefor. 
 
[Note:  the first tax record found specifically for Plat 14, Lot 526 is dated 1868.  The 
early tax ledgers only record assessments periodically, not every calendar year.  The 
entries noted below are the only ones in the various ledgers for the period. ] 
 
1868  Tax Ledger B2, Page 418:  Eleanor F. Harris, wife of William A Harris,  

owned AP 14/526 as of April 1, 1868.  The lot measured 5,867 sq.ft. and 
was assessed at $1,173 for land and $2,000 for buildings. 

 
1871  Tax Ledger B2, Page 418:  Eleanor F. Harris, wife of William A Harris,  

owned AP 14/526 as of May 1, 1871.  The lot measured 5,867 sq.ft. and 
was assessed at $1,173 for land and $2,000 for buildings. 

 
1872  Tax Ledger C3, Page 283: Eleanor F. Harris, wife of William A Harris,  

owned AP 14/526 as of November 1, 1872.  The lot measured 5,867 sq.ft. 
and was assessed at $1,173 for land and $2,000 for buildings.  The lot  
was transferred to George Smith as of September 12, 1874 (Deed Book 
249, Page 255). 

 
1874  Tax Ledger C6, Page 173:  George Smith owned AP 14/526 as of 

September 12, 1874.  The lot measured 5,867 sq.ft. and was assessed at 
$1,173 for land and $2,000 for buildings.  [Note:  the ledger references two 
deed transactions (DB 253/157 and DB 249/257), neither of which applies 
to this property.] 

 
1875  Tax Ledger C6, Page 173:  George Smith owned AP 14/526 as of 

October 1, 1875.  The lot measured 4,395 sq.ft. and was assessed at 
$879 for land and $2,000 for buildings.  [Note:  the size of the lot was 
reduced since the 1874 assessment.] The lot was transferred to Amasa M. 
Eaton as of April 15, 1879. 

 
Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories contain a street directory, noting all existing streets, and a 
residents’ directory organized alphabetically by last name; these also included a house 
directory, listing residential buildings by street address, from 1892-1894. 
 
1867  Jesse Burditt and Richard F. Greene, lumber dealers, Burditt & Greene at 

14 South St., house at Angell St. corner of Ives St. 
 
Edward A. Cutler, 27 Custom House St., house at 182 Waterman St.  
 
William P. Vaughan, 27 Custom House St., boards at 171 Washington St. 
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William A. Harris, engine builder, 113 Eddy St., boards at 190 North Main 
St.  

 
1868  Burditt & Greene, Cutler the same; Vaughan moved to 120 Broadway. 
 
  William A. Harris, engine builder, 113 Eddy St., house at Gano St. near 

Angell St. 
 

1869-1871 William A. Harris, engine builder, Park St. corner of Promenade St.,  
house at Gano St. near Angell St. 

 
1872-1874 William A. Harris, engine builder, Park St. corner of Promenade St., house 

at 214 Angell St. 
 
George Smith, mason, not listed. 

 
1875-1876 George Smith, mason, house at Gano Street near Angell Street 
 
Assessor’s Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
GANO STREET AP14 LOT 526 
 
Richard W. Comstock owned the property as of April 1, 1891. 
Mary J. Harson, wife of John N. Harson, owned the property as of December 2, 1901. 
Thomas F. Coleman and wife Bridget R. Coleman of East Providence owned the 

property as of December 2, 1918. 
Thomas F. Coleman Estate and widow Bridget A. [typo] Coleman owned the property 
 as of November 1943. 
Bridget R. Coleman, widow, tenant for life, occupied the property as of May 1945. 
Thomas F. Coleman Jr., Mary A. Coleman and John J. Coleman owned the property 
 as of December 1956. 
Mary A. Coleman owned the property as of September 21, 1978. 
Thomas F. Coleman III and Edmund C. Coleman owned the property as of  

September 29, 1987.  (Ref. Probate #82442) 
Ann K. Markovich and Helen K. Kolego owned the property as of June 27, 1989. 
 (Ref. DB 2057/26, 27) 
Ann K. Markovich owned the property as of September 13, 1989. (Ref DB 2102/069) 
Suburban Land Co. (tax sale) owned the property as of May 7, 1991.  (Ref DB 

2391/301) 
Ann K. Markovich owned the property as of October 20, 1992.  (Ref DB 2644/267) 
Helen K. Kolego and Ann K. Markovich owned the property as of May 24, 1996. 
 (Ref DB 3334/155) 
Civil Process Services (tax sale) owned the property as of July 19, 1996.  (Ref 
 DB 3369/24) 
Helen K. Kolego and Ann K. Markovich owned the property as of October 31, 1996. 
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 (Ref DB 3433/120) 
Gregory A. Traghella owned the property as of October 31, 1996.  (Ref DB 3433/ 
 122, 123) 
 
  
  
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh 
May 2004 
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